
 

 

 

 

 

REMARKS BY MINISTER OF SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT, MS 

STELLA NDABENI-ABRAHAMS, ON THE OCCASION OF THE JOE 

GQABI IMEDP EQUIPMENT HANDOVER IN MALETSWAI (ALIWAL 

NORTH) 

 

19 April 2024 (Maletswai, Aliwal North) 

 

Programme Director, 

Executive Mayor of Joe Gqabi District Municipality, Cllr Vania Davis, 

Executive Mayor of Walter Sisulu Local Municipality, Cllr N Mphoselwa, 

All councillors present here today, 

Small business owners; 

Distinguished guests, 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

I am delighted to be here to deliver on our undertakings to support and 

help grow the informal business sector. Today’s event is a loud and 

unequivocal statement that we will, as a department, do whatever it takes 

to ensure that we build an inclusive economy that propels the historically 

marginalized into the mainstream of the economy.  

 

I am proud to be handing over equipment to 62 beneficiaries from 

Maletswai and surrounding areas. This is a massive intervention and a 

huge boost to informal traders and micro enterprises. Indeed, for many 
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small businesses, today is better than yesterday and tomorrow will be 

even better than today! 

 

The Department of Small Business Development (DSBD) and its agencies 

have developed a set of incentive programs that are targeting a wide 

range of micro, small and medium enterprises.  The incentives schemes 

are meant to stimulate and facilitate the development of sustainable, 

competitive enterprises through the efficient provision of effective and 

accessible incentive measures that support national priorities. 

 

The DSBD portfolio has a number of programmes that seek to support 

SMMEs and Cooperatives throughout the country through financial and 

non-financial support to ensure that they are sustainable and competitive. 

We are capacitating small businesses through our IMEDP programme 

which provides training in business skills development as well as, 

providing the recipients with implements/tool of trade to enable them to be 

sustainable.  

 

The National Informal Business Upliftment Strategy (NIBUS) addresses 

the development void at the lower base of Small, Medium and Micro 

Enterprise (SMME) Development. The strategy specifically targets 

entrepreneurs in the informal economy and the focus is mainly on 

designated groups, i.e. women, youth and people with disabilities, in 

townships and rural areas of South Africa. 

 

We believe that if our programmes are coordinated with all three spheres 

of government, and all relevant departments, we will deliver on a better 

service to our SMMEs and, this will enhance our entrepreneurial 

ecosystem.  
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The IMEDP programme is targeted at informal and micro enterprises to 

assist them in improving their competitiveness and sustainability. The 

programme is now implemented through Seda due to its vast network of 

branches and experience in similar programmes. The programme 

supports informal and micro enterprises by providing them with operations 

support equipment.  

 

In addition to IMEDP, my department and its agencies (sefa and seda) 

have a number of programmes and interventions that small business 

owners across South African can access: 

 

The Township and Rural Entrepreneurship Programme (TREP) which 

supports businesses including bakeries and confectionaries, butcheries, 

clothing and textile businesses, taxi and auto maintenance and repair, and 

trade. 

 

The Informal and Micro Enterprise Development Programme 

(IMEDP) supports informal businesses with start-up operational 

equipment, with the aim of supporting those who are interested in 

formalizing and upscaling to fully-fledged formal enterprises. 

 

Youth Challenge Fund (YCF) a financial and non-financial support fund 

aimed at stimulating innovation amongst youth start-ups to enable them 

to acquire digital capability in order to participate fully in the digital 

Industrial Revolution - 4IR and beyond. 

Incubator programme through Seda, where we partner with local TVET 

Colleges to support start-ups.  
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Localisation and market access support - Developed the localisation 

policy framework in 2020 where products manufactured, and services 

rendered by small businesses were introduced to private sector supply 

chains to access market opportunities. 

 

Small Enterprise Manufacturing Support Programme (SEMSP) aimed 

at building and supporting SMMEs participating in the manufacturing 

value chain as part of South Africa’s localisation strategy.   

 

Shared Economic Infrastructure Facility (SEIF)- We have redesigned 

our Shared Economic Infrastructure Facility to focus more on Product 

Markets, which provide business infrastructure, including renewable 

energy supply, but also bring in market access, business support and 

access to finance for beneficiaries. We are currently developing and 

rolling out 9 product market projects.    

 

Township Economy Revitalisation The objective of project is the 

formulation of the National Township Revitalisation Policy to addresses 

the economic challenges and obstacles facing the development of 

township economies.   

 

Programme Director, I urge all entrepreneurs and aspirant entrepreneurs 

to inform themselves about the programmes and offerings of the 

department and its agencies to enable them to seize available 

opportunities. Our collective mandate is to ensure the growth of our 

economy through the promotion and development of sustainable and 

competitive entrepreneurs, small businesses and co-operatives that 

contribute to job creation and economic growth. 
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The context within which DSBD was conceptualized and formed was 

largely informed by the fragmented nature and misalignment of support to 

the SMMEs and Cooperatives sector, economic transformation, lack of 

specialized and focused support with limited resources, the high failure 

rate of SMMEs and Cooperatives, and poor sector performance relative 

to peers in other developing countries.  

 

As a department, we are determined to support township and rural 

businesses with a series of targeted support interventions aimed at 

addressing the legacy of spatial exclusion faced by these businesses. 

 

Today’s event is a demonstration that our delivery train is firmly on track! 

Our message to small businesses in other areas is: We are coming to you. 

Our delivery train is on the way! 

 

Together, let us build a nation of job creators and wealth creators as 

opposed to a nation of job seekers. 

 

I thank you 

 


